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Next Meeting 
We will meet on February 28th at the 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church at 6:30 pm. 
The evening’s program is the Culture of 
Equitant Oncidium. Hope to see you 
there! 
 

TOS 2006 Dues 
All memberships expired on January 1, 
2006. Dues are to be given to Arlys 

Bosselmann.  She can receive dues in 
person at the next meeting or via the 
mail.   If you have any questions 
regarding dues please contact Arlys 

Bosselmann at 253-858-4899 or email 

abosselmann@comcast.net. 
 

Membership Application 
Name: _________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
Phone: _________________________________ 
Email: _________________________________ 
$15 single, $20 household 
 
Send to:  

Arlys Bosselmann 
Tacoma Orchid Society 
2706 88th St. Ct. NW 
Gig Harbor WA 98332 
 

 

Last Meeting 
The last meeting was held on January 
24th at the Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 
The evening’s program was slideshow 
from A.O.S. on Equitant Oncidium 
Species by Anita Aldrich.  Thank you 
Darlene for the program! 
   

Welcome New Members 
Lindanne Gores 
Verne Nelson 
Michele Delp 
Clare Post  

  

Orchid Study Club 
Puget Sound Study Club meets on the 
2nd Tuesday of each month except July. 
The club meets at various members’ 
homes and the topic varies.  The focus of 
the study group is species, not hybrids.  
The annual dues are 10.00. If you are 
interested in attending, contact Darlene 
Cupp at 253-891-7164 or email at 
dmscupp@comcast.net.   
 
The next meeting will be held March 
14th at Darlene Cupp’s home. Their 
address is 12304 24th St. E, Edgewood 
WA 98372.  Feel free to call for 
directions at 253-891-7164 or use 
mapquest.com.  
 

Upcoming Events 
February 8th-12th, 2006                      

Northwest Flower & Garden Show 

Washington State Convention Center 
http://gardenshownw.com 
 

February 25th-26th, 2006                      

Mt. Baker Orchid Society  

Skagit Valley Gardens 
18923 Johnson Road 
Mount Vernon, WA 
 
March 3rd-5th, 2006 

Victoria Orchid Society Spring Show 

Student Union Building 
University of Victoria 
 
April 1st-2nd, 2006 
Spokane Orchid Society Show 

 

April 28th-30th, 2006  
Vancouver Orchid Society Show 

Richmond Curling Club 
www.vancouverorchidsociety.com 
 

June 9th –12th, 2006 
Native Orchid Conference 
Southern Oregon University   
Ashland, Oregon   
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TOS Show Wrap-Ups 

TOS show Jan. 21st and 22nd at the 
Windmill Gardens in Sumner was a big 
success. 
 

• Thank you to Barb Inmann and 
Darlene Cupp for heading the 
Show Committee.  

 

• Thank you to Nancy Scott for 
coordinating the “Orchid Lunch”.  

 
  

• Thank you to Ron Wray for 
heading up the TOS orchid 
judging. 

 

• Thank you to Tina Taylor and 
Melissa Rathbun for putting 
together the TOS orchid display. 

 
Thank you to all the volunteers for 
helping in the show. 

 

TOS Show Vendors 
There were eight vendors at the TOS 
show.  Thank you to all the vendors for 
their participation.   

 

B&B Orchids 

Bob Ellis 
Paphiopedilums and Phragimpedilums 
360-452-6764 
bnborchids.com 

Puget Sound Orchids 

Carl Montgomery 
Various plants 
360-273-4554 
pilldr2@cs.com 

Valley Orchids 

Barb Inman 
Orchid supplies 
360-268-1469 
valley-orchids@msn.com 

Mostly Orchids  

Bob and Judie Worley 
Phalaenopsis to mounted Pleurothalids 
360-456-0726 
mostlyorchids@comcast.net 

Clackamas Orchids    

Dave Morris 
Orchids and tropical plants 
503-651-3438 
www.clackamas-orchids.com 

Baby Dragon Orchids    

Vernon Geiszler and David Tallman 
Various orchids 
503-280-5455 
babydragon.www7.50megs.com 

Sorella Orchids 

Jimmy and Nenita Sorella 
Asian Species and Vandaceous Orchids 
360-896-4735 
www.sorellaorchids.com 
 

Orchids For Kids 

Dick Gersib 
360-923-0332 
rgersib@comcast.net 
 

Thank You  
Bob Ellis from B&B Orchids donated 2 
flats of Cattleyas and 3 Maxillarias to 
TOS for your raffle table.  Thank you 
very much Bob! 
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TOS Awards 
Iris Martin won Best First Bloom 
Seedling with her Phal. Goldbery 
‘Carmela’ X Phal. Brother Carol ‘King’. 
 

 
 

 

 

Bob Worley won Best Oncidium 
Alliance Excluding Oncidium with his 
Mtssa. Charles M. Fitch ‘Dark Monarch’  
 

 
 

Bob Worley won Best Mini Cattleya 
with his Slc. Jungle Beau. 
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Scott O’Tyson won Best Cattleya 
Alliance Species with his Cat. labiata 
‘Sherwood Forest’ 
  

 
 
 

 

  

Fred Shelton won Best Cattleya 
Alliance Hybrid with his Lc. Nippon 
‘Livinza’ 
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Arlys Bosselmann won Best Oncidium 
with her Vuyl. Edna “Stamperland” 
 

 
 
Tacoma Orchid Society won the 
Orchid Digest Corporation Show Trophy 
for the orchid display.  Thank you Tina 
Taylor and Melissa Rathbun for setting 
up the display!  
 
 

 

New on TOS Website 
TOS will have an archive for our shows 
on the web. Visit 
www.tacomaorchidsociety.com and click on 
Past TOS Shows to see the pictures and 
articles from past shows! 

 

Show and Tell Winners 

 
Species Winner: Tammy Moore with her 
Brassavola nodosa-small form. 
 
 

 
 
 
Hybrid Winner: Fred Shelton with his 
Epicat F.E. Dixon. 
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Washington Orchids 
 

Piperia candida 
Piperia candida is also known as 
Slender White Piperia or White 
Flowered Piperia or Pearl Orchid. This 
terrestrial orchid can be found in 
coniferous and mixed evergreen forests.  
Flowers are often dense on one side of 
the stem.  The white flowers number up 
to 100.  The dorsal sepal has a green 
mid-vein. The white triangular shaped 
lip points downward. The spur is 2-3½ 
mm long. The flowers have a honey like 
fragrance. The 2 to 3 basal round to 
ovate leaves are 4-6 inches long.  Leaves 
are usually absent at flowering. The 
distribution is from southern Alaska thru 
to California.  

 
Height: 8-24 inches 
Flower Size: 4-6 mm wide 
Blooms: May to August  
 

 
© 1986 Dan Post 
http://calphotos.berkeley.edu  

 

© 1986 Dan Post 
http://calphotos.berkeley.edu  

 

 
© 2002 Scott Peden 
http://calphotos.berkeley.edu  
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Piperia elegans subsp. 

elegans 
Piperia elegans subsp. elegans or Coast 
Piperia or Elegant Piperia can be found 
growing in coniferous forests, on coastal 
bluffs, scrub and headlands.  Synonyms 
are Piperia maritima or Platanthera 
elegans. The white flowers are dense and 
number up to 100.  The sepals have 
green veining. The spur is 6-14 mm 
long. The 2 to 3 leaves are 12” long and 
may be absent during flowering.  The 
distribution is from British Columbia 
thru California, northern Idaho and 
western Montana. 
 
Height: 3-36 inches 
Flower Size: 5 mm wide 
Blooms: July to September 
 
 

  
© Royal Botanical Gardens,  
Dr. Donald Gunn Image Collection 
www.osrbg.ca/files/PIP_MAR.HTM 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
© Native Plants of Montara Mountains: 
http://plants.montara.com/ListPages/FamPag
es/Orchida.html 
 
 
 

 © Jim Riley: E-Flora BC: 
http://eflora.bc.ca/ 
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President Notes
On behalf of the Tacoma Orchid Society and all of it’s members, I want to thank each 
and every one of you that were involved in our successful orchid show and sale at 
Windmill Gardens in Sumner.  For those of you that have not been involved in planning 
an orchid show, I can tell you that it’s a huge, complex project.  To be successful, there 
needs to be close coordination and communication with our host garden center, orchid 
judges, and the orchid vendors.  There needs to be organized public outreach and 
communication with our membership.  We need volunteers to enter plants for judging, 
show setup and take-down, build our orchid display, bring food and snacks, do ribbon 
judging and security, run cash registers, bag orchids, provide accounting services, do 
orchid repotting demos, solve problems, and on and on.  
 
And, thanks to all of you who volunteered, the show went off flawlessly.  Please know 
that all of your work is greatly appreciated by both TOS members and the visitors that 
came and enjoyed the show.  A huge “Thank You” needs to go to Barb Inman and 
Darlene Cupp for co-chairing the event.  These women committed a huge amount of time 
and even more energy to ensure that when judges, vendors, volunteers, and visitors came 
through the doors at Windmill Gardens, everything was in place and ready for them.  
Finally, a special thanks needs to go to Tina Taylor for the absolutely incredible quilted 
banner that she designed and sewed for TOS.   
 
There is no question that the Tacoma Orchid Society has a wealth of very gifted people 
that are willing to give of their time and talents to share their love of orchids.  It’s a real 
honor for me to be around such a great group of people.            
 
Dick Gersib 
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TOS Minutes 
Regular meeting at Bethlehem Lutheran Church: January 24, 2006. 
 
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by President Dick Gersib.  New 
members were welcomed: Vern Nelson, Janine Sturman, and Michelle Delp.                      
. 
Dick introduced the new elected officers for 2006: Vice President and co-show 
committee chair, Darlene Cupp; secretary, Bonnie Anderson, and treasurer, Arlys 
Bosselmann. 
 
Arlys gave the treasurer’s report as of December 31 as $3l,197.95. 
 
December minutes were given by Darlene, previous secretary. 
 
Dick announced his objectives for the Society for the coming year as: (I) Reduce business 
meeting time by: (1) Appointing short term committees, (2) reducing the business 
meeting to 30 minutes if possible, aiding in accomplishing this by holding a monthly 
Executive Board meeting once a month if needed. (On February 7, the next meeting will 
be 7 P.M. at Starbucks, located in the northeast area of businesses at I-5 and 72nd Street, 
Tacoma.).  (II) Diversify.  Darlene is planning a list of programs to be presented; Dick 
suggested (1) a 2 to 3-minute presentation on orchid varieties---an orchid genus of the 
month, perhaps. (2) A monthly book review, 5 minutes on your favorite orchid book, and   
(III) Reach out to the community for new member prospects. 
 
The budget draft for this year was discussed, and we found some items that need to be 
revised. Walt Bosselmann moved we increase the annual amount spent for raffle plants to 
$400 to cover the purchase of plants for each month.  (This was later tabled.)  It was 
suggested that a “wish list “can be made up as a buying guide for these plants.   
Ron Wray, librarian, pointed out that the by-laws call for $200 as annual library 
expenses,  so that item needs to be changed. In light of these revisions, Debbie Mahali 
moved we table budget approval until the next meeting when all items have been 
reviewed and corrected. Seconded and carried. 
 
Dick reminded us that all items relating to our newsletter be forwarded to Melissa 
Rathbun, editor.  
 
Jeanine Sturman sold the raffle tickets this evening, and a large number of orchids went 
home with happy winners.  Thank you, Jeanine! 
 
There is a sign-up sheet near the refreshment table for those who wish to contribute treats 
to go with our coffee breaks.  
 
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned to Orchid Show and Tell. 
 
Bonnie Anderson 
Secretary 


