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Upcoming Events 
 
 
June 6th – 8th 
Point Defiance Display 
 
July 18th -21st 
7th Native Orchid Conference 
West Virginia University 
Morgantown, WV 
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          Next Meeting 
 
We meet on the fourth Tuesday each month  
at 7:00 p.m. at: 
 
   Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

101 E 38th Street 
Tacoma, WA 

  
The speaker for the May 27th will be 
Linda Petchnik.  Linda will be speaking 
on botanical painting.  
 
The Beginner’s Program will be held at 
6:30-6:55pm. The subject will be growing 
in semi-hydro.  
 
The main program begins at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
             Last Meeting  
 
Last month at the April meeting, Wally 
Orchard of Afrodisa gave a wonderful 
presentation on disas.  Thank you, 
Wally. 
 
          TOS Minutes 
 
Minutes for the April 22nd meeting. 
 
Margo Steinman called the meeting to 
order at 8:45 p.m. 
 
TOS is in need of a secretary and a show 
chairman for the January 2009 show.  
Susan Bryant has volunteered to serve as 
secretary. 
 
A board meeting will be held at Ron 
Bollick’s house on Saturday, May 24th at 
2 p.m. 
 
Tina Taylor gave the treasurer’s report. 

$4178.98  checking 
$322.30  savings 

We have been invited by Wright Park 
Centennial Conservatory to set up a 
display and booth.  There will be 
repotting available for a small fee. 
Admission is free.  A motion was made 
and the membership voted in favor of 
having the display booth. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by 
Tammy Moore. 

 
 
 
 
       AOS Judging Center 
 
The AOS local judging center is located 
at the South End Neighborhood Center, 
7802 S.  L  St., Tacoma, WA.  The 
center provides opportunities to have 
plants judged monthly.  The next 
Judging Center meeting will be 
Saturday, May 17 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
         Point Defiance Display 

 
Volunteers are still needed to fill two 
spots for the Point Defiance display.   
Ron Bollick is coordinating the event.  
 
 The spots available are: 
 
Friday, June 6       10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Sunday, June 8 10 a.m. -- 2 p.m. 
 
We also will need blooming plants for 
the display.  If you are interested in 
filling the time slots or have blooming 
plants for the display, please contact Ron 
at 253-537-3829 
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              TOS Dues 
 
Also please remember to pay your dues.  
TOS memberships expire in March.  
Dues can be sent to Tina Taylor at P.O. 
Box 14 Allyn, WA  98425. 
 
 
   
       Announcements 
 
Potluck: 
We will be having a pot luck for the speaker 
at the May meeting.  Those volunteering to 
bring a dish, please contact Ron Bollick and 
let him know what you will be bringing. 
 
 
 
 
Board Meeting: 
A board meeting will be held at Ron 
Bollick’s home on Saturday, May 24, at 
2 p.m.  Cake and coffee will be served.  
Ron’s address is:  
                                                                       
         1502 Creso Rd  
                                                                       
          Spanaway  
                                                                       
          Phone:  #  253-537-3829  
  
The meeting is open to all members of the 
society. Suggestions or recommendations  
beneficial to the club are welcome. 
 
 
 
Point Defiance Display: 
   Ron still has two slots to fill at the Point 
Defiance flower and garden show.  I will give 
you passes to get through the gate.  
The available shifts are: 
  10a - 2p Friday  6 June 
   10a to 2p sundayr  8 june.   
 
Friday, June 6th, 2pm- 6pm only one person 
volunteered and Ron would like to see a 
second person there.   
 

Saturday, June 7th, 2pm - 6pm Ron also 
would like to see a second person. 
  
        Ron will be looking for blooming display 
plants.  It will be the same arrangement as 
the Lakewold display. Give Ron your phone 
number and he will make arrangements to 
pick them up.  Ron will be passing the 
clipboard around at the next meeting.   
 
Thursday, June 5th, is set up the display. 

 
Sunday, June 8th, 5pm is tear down. 
 
 
 
 
 

        TOS Show n Tell 
 
We need to remember to have someone 
count the poker chips so we can post the 
winners of the show in tell. 
 
 
 

        Lakewold Display 
 
       A special thanks to all those 
members who manned the orchid display at 
Lakewold gardens and to those who sent 
plants for display. 
. 
 ACTIVITY REPORT:        
Things were a little slow Saturday, with the 
rain, but Sunday the weather was beautiful  
and a lot of people came thru the gate.  
They started serving cake and punch at 1pm 
in the dinning room of the mansion.  The 
orchid display was also set up in the dining 
room.  They had cut 150 slices of cake and 
by 3:30 pm there was only 6 slices left.  We 
had quite a few people stop by to talk to us 
and express interest, and lots of people 
were looking around while they ate 
their cake.  Ron had 100 handouts printed 
up and there were only 32 left by the end of 
the day. 
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Becky at Lakewold has sent photos they had 
taken. 
  
Mickie Bollick won the door prize which was 
a bonsai tree.  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phragmipediums 
 
I love phrags, especially the loooong-
petaled variety.  Here is a photo of my 
Phrag. Paul Eugene Conroy.  This is a 
hybrid of  longifolium and wallisii.  
Longifolium blooms successively, with 
the older flower dropping off just about 
the time the next flower opens. Wallisii 
tends to open its flowers simultaneously.  
My plant seems to take after its wallisii 
parent and opens all its flowers within a 
week.  This is the second blooming for 
this plant and I think it is spectacular. 
(Yes, I am proud) This year it has two 
spikes with three flowers on each. The 
petals on the oldest flowers are almost 
12 inches long! And just a few days ago 
when I watered it, I noticed another 
smaller growth with another spike 
coming. 
  
I think that what the long-petaled phrags 
lack in the dazzling red color that 
besseae  hybrids have, they make up for 
in graceful flowers with cascading 
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petals. The petals on the oldest flowers 
are almost 12 inches long! 
 
Phrags are fairly easy to grow.  I grow 
most of mine in semi-hydro, as this one 
is.  Phrags like a lot of water; they don’t 
like to dry out at all.  In fact, many times 
if they don’t get enough water, the leaf 
tips can turn brown. During periods of 
rapid growth, the pot can be set in a tray 
with about ½ inch of water in the 
bottom.  It will wick up through the 
medium and maintain moisture. They 
require very light amounts of fertilizer, 
or they can suffer from burned roots 
easily if over fertilized.  They need 
bright but never direct light, such as 
early morning.  I grow mine under 
ordinary shop lights with alternating 
cool white and warm white fluorescent 
bulbs.  I use a spray bottle with alcohol 
to control mealy bugs, and clean the 
leaves with a soft cloth occasionally. 
Phrags can grow to be quite large 
plants—especially long-petaled hybrids.  
My plant is in a 6 inch semi-hydro pot, 
and is over 2 feet including spikes.  So if 
you have the room, you may enjoy 
growing a phrag or two(or two 
hundred?). 
 
Happy growing! 
 
T�  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


