President

& AOS Representative
Margo Steinman

(253) 474-2686

margosteinman@yahoo.com

Vice-President & Public Relations

Ron Bollick
(253) 537-3829
ronbollick@aol.com

Secretary & Newsletter
Susan Bryant

(253) 279-9288
woemcat999@aol.com

Treasurer

Georgia Pope
(253)473-1364
gpope@wamail.net

Website

Melissa Rathbun
(253) 857-8934
Melissa@tacwa.com

Sunshine Lady
Jan Whittington
(253) 535-1507

Raffle Table
Jeannine Sturman
(253) 752-2921
nectr2@aol.com

Greeter
Vern Nelson
(253) 884-2946

August 2008
Vol. 1, Issue 7

In this issue:

Upcoming Events Page 1
TOS Picnic Page 2
Next Meeting Page 3
Announcements Page 3
Other Information Page 4
Education Page 5
Potting Mixes Page 6

Upcoming Events

August 18' (Saturday)- Tacoma

Seymour Conservatory Centennial
Celebration from 10:00 to 2:00

September8— 21* - Puyallup Fair show

October 11 - 12" — Windmill Garden sale

(2009) January 17— 18" — Windmill
Garden show




July TOS Picnic

Thank you, Judy, for hosting the TOS picnic. Bwent was full of fun, laughter,
and camaraderie. We can’t forget the good fooddinbby all!

Auctioneer Ron Wray did a job par excellence. \&é & variety of items on the
block such as birdhouses, whirligigs, indoor plaatsl orchids, orchids, and more
orchids. Setsuko originally said that she wasaihg to buy much because she already
had a greenhouse full of orchids. That didn't lasty long. She couldn’t resist and
caved in before you knew it. Setsuko was our ioyebfor the day!

Our club made a total of $238.05. Thank you membmrcontributing plants
and other items for the auction.

We have many good cooks to be proud of.

Lucky Vern gets a smooch! Enjoying a beautifu} dathe garden.

Thank you to everyone for attending the picnic arsghecial thanks to those very special
helpers, Daphne Vint and Vern and Gaye Nelson.

Judy Houle



Next Meeting
Our next meeting is scheduled for August 26th.
Location: Bethlehem Lutheran Church
101 E. 38 st.

Tacoma, WA

August speaker: TOS Vice-President, Ron Bollwi#, discuss entry tags, etc. for the
fair. He will also talk about show entries.

The beginner’s program will be held from 6:30 t6%:

Our main program begins at 7:00 p.m.

(We meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month).

Announcements

Honorary Members

At our July picnic, President Margo presented aispbeertificate to Fred and Nancy
Shelton, awarding them lifetime honorary membershipTOS for their “dedication and
skill as growers of outstanding orchids and for.e{thmany years as contributing
members.” Congratulations, Fred and Nancy!



Orchid Watercolor Paintings Exhibition

TOS member and artist, Linda Petchnick, is havimgrehid painting display at
the Suzzallo Library, University of Washington campn Seattle, from August"7
through October'® The exhibition is entitled “Capturing the Unisity’s Orchids.”
See the attached flyer for more information.

Seymour Conservatory Centennial Celebration- at Wright Park in Tacoma

Date and Time: August f&rom 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

- Set-up is scheduled for 7:30 a.m. We need floweorchids to display at
this event. Please contact Margo if you have dagtp to loan.

Puyallup Fair - September'thru the 2. We still need lots of people to
volunteer. The weekends are our main emphasiof@rage. Please see the attached
fair schedule from Ron.

Ron and Margo will pick up members’ plants for diésgp Please contact one of them if
you are interested in showing your orchids at évisnt. There will be two judgings.

Windmill Gardens

- October sale: Octoberand 12", set-up on the 10th

- January 2009 show: January'hd 18', set-up on the 16th

Other Information

The American Orchid Society’s local judging cengelocated at the South End
Neighborhood Center, 7802 S. “L” St., Tacoma, WHe center provides opportunities
to have plants judged monthly.



Proscyclia ‘Green Hornet’

Education in the Community

Ron continues to conduct orchid classes at the@e&enior Center (415 S."18t.,
Tacoma) and the Lighthouse Activity Center (501648 St., Tacoma).

Here is the schedule:

August 28" 1:00 p.m. Beacon
Sept. 18  6:30 p.m. Lighthouse
Sept. 22 1:00 p.m. Beacon
Oct. 16" 6:30 p.m. Lighhouse
Oct. 27" 1:00 p.m. Beacon
Nov. 24" 6:30 p.m. Lighthouse

Members are invited to attend the informal sessidifsese classes are very similar to our
TOS beginner’s classes. Any subject can be covered



Potting Mixes Through the Ages

Epiphytes

Osmunda fiber was commonly used for epiphytic <hip until the 1940’s.
Increasing demand plus the loss of the osmundasplaabitat to post-WWII
urbanization reduced the availability of this filzerd caused prices to skyrocket.

In the 1950’s, the use of tree fern fiber was dieced by the Hawaiians.

During the 1960’s, dried and chopped fir bark wesds This was an advance forward.
Since the bark was an unused by-product of the dunmuolustry and renewable resources
were emphasized, this was the potting mix of chbicéhe majority of orchid growers.

In the early 1970’s, tree fern was added to theaegdred list. Lumber mills began
burning fir bark as fuel for the drying kilns. Asesult, orchid growers began to pay
more for suitable coniferous bark.

Terrestrial Orchids

The growing mediums for terrestrial orchids hawvegthrough less change than
that of the epiphytes. Cymbidiums were originalljtivated in chopped sod. Beginning
around 1930, coarse sphagnum peat moss was udad.moss was popular for about 20
years. Because many soldiers saw orchids wigtgifig in WWII and became
gardeners after the war, new growing mediums wseel such as redwood fiber, fir
bark, coarse sand and charcoal chips.

McDonald, Elvin. (1998)100 Orchids for the American Gardener
Workman Publishing, NY.

| just love orchid people. They are just like th@ants: some easy to
flower, some more finicky, but all just lovely wherfull bloom!

Jeff Parham



