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Upcoming Events 
 
January 17th – 18th – TOS “Symphony of 
Orchids” show - Windmill Gardens in 
Sumner 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



FROM 2008… 
 
 

Despite the cold, blustery weather, TOS diehards showed up last month at our Christmas 

party.  The turkey was cooked to perfection by Paul Whittingham, and lots of delicious 

trimmings were brought by other members.  Georgia supplied her boom box and numerous 

holiday decorations.  Margo, Georgia, Daphne, and Bonnie worked hard earlier that day to make 

the room look spectacular.  Jeff and Margo took the time to purchase, grow, and repot special 

orchids to give as gifts for the members who were there. 

 An honorarium was presented to Ron and Michie for their dedication to the club and for 

their numerous contributions.  Vendor, Mike Long of Indoor Gardens was not present but will be 

given an honorarium as well.  Congratulations! 

 Thank you all for the help, wonderful food, and companionship!  Here are some pictures 

from our party… 

 

 We wish you all were there! 

 

        A happy camper 

     

We are so hungry for members we      

take them at any age! 
 



 

   

Posing for the moment 

 

 

       

A proud orchid grower! 

 
Having too much fun! 



 

Next Meeting 
2009 

 
 
 
When:  Tuesday, January 27th  
 

-  6:30 p.m. - Beginner’s program  
-  7:00 p.m. – Main program and business meeting  

 
 
Location:   Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

101 E. 38th St. 
Tacoma, WA 

 
Speaker: Our very own Jeffrey Parham will discuss growing orchids indoors under lights. 
 
 
 
 
Entry to the Church for Meeting 
 
The closed-circuit T.V. is fixed, so the doorbell should work.  Press the button and you will be 
answered by voice or buzzer.  The door should open when you pull  on it.  If not, push in the 
door and then pull out.  If that doesn’t work, just buzz us again. 
 

 
   
   
(We meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month, excluding July and December). 
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Congratulations to the Bosselmanns:  our 1st place winners of our orchid contest at the Christmas 
party with their “mystery” cattleya.  It was a tie breaker! 
 
 

     

 

 

 

Thank you again to Ron and Michie for their ongoing dedication to the Tacoma Orchid Society.  

They are deserving of the honorarium presented to them in December 

       

 

 
 



TOS January Windmill Show: “Symphony of Orchids”  
 

Windmill Gardens and Nursery 

5816 – 162nd Ave.  E 
Sumner ������������
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Saturday, January 17 th from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, January 18 th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Set up on Friday, January 16 th starting at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Don’t forget our show this month.  We still need lots of help, especially with display 
plants and food for our vendors/workers.   

*Please contact Daphne to let her know what food/beverage you will be bringing and 
specify for what day.  On Friday the 16th, TOS will supply Subway sandwiches for all workers. 

*Plants for judging will have to be entered on Friday, January 16th.   Please contact Ron if 
you need him to transport your plant(s) to Windmill on Friday.  No registration on Saturday.  
If you bring an orchid on Saturday, you may display it but it will not be registered. 

* We need flowering plants for display.  As you have probably heard before, “if you don't have 
anything in flower you might have to make a trip to Trader Joe’s.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



More about Orchids… 
 

              
 

Orchid roots can tell you a lot if you have a little understanding of them.   The 
roots will tell you if they like being potted in a fine, coarse mix or even mounted on a wet 
or dry host just hanging free in the air.  

If the new root ends are white they can be potted in a medium that is not very 
open, but if the ends are green there is a need for a fresh supply of oxygen and the 
darker the green those tips are, the more open the mix should be. 

For example, Phalaenopsis and Vanda plants have a few roots that secure the 
plant to the tree and all the rest hang in the moist air.  These root tips are dark green 
and the roots are thick. 

Spathoglottis have thin roots and like a close medium. 

Dendrobiums have white green root tips that are medium thickness and nearly all 
species have dark green root tips. They do best on a host but will do fairly well in a pot 
that has plenty of holes in to let in the air along with an open potting mix that does not 
become soggy but maintains a small amount of moisture. 

Just remember, research your orchids and where they come from, or what 
species are in your hybrids.  This will give you the information on what your orchids 
require and help you to build a microclimate and to assist you in growing better orchids. 
 
 
Spence, P. www.optushome.com.   
Alanbee Orchids: Understanding your Orchids 
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My Wish for 2009 
 
 

 
I wish for you to have orchids  

 
                    vibrant and healthy   

 
                                               strong and sturdy against the wind 

 
             with humidity abounding. 

 
                                    Bring your kindred spirits to a meeting 
  
    so that  
 
                                                              they too  
   
                                                                            may experience  

 
 the beauty   
 
          and enchantment  
                                                                                               

        of the alluring orchid. 
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