
 1 

 
 
 
Co-Presidents     
Jeff Parham  Judy Houle 
(360)271-3971 (360) 801-0781 
 jsp1440@aol.com No1ladybug@ 
   wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President & Events Coordinator  
Ron Bollick  
(253) 537-3829 
ronbollick@aol.com 
 
Secretary & Newsletter 
Susan Bryant 
(253) 279-9288 
woemcat999@aol.com 
 
Treasurer 
Barbara Bell 
(253) 927-0140 
 
Website 
Melissa Rathbun 
(253) 857-8934 
Melissa@tacwa.com 
 
Sunshine Lady 
Jan Whittington  
(253) 535-1507 
 
Raffle Table 
Jeannine Sturman 
(253) 752-2921 
nectr2@aol.com 
 
Greeter 
Vern Nelson 
(253) 884-2946 

 
 
 
   April 2009  
   Vol. 2, Issue 4 

 
 
 
In this issue: 
 
Next Meeting  Page 3 
Announcements  Page 4 
Other Information  Page 6 
More About Orchids Page 7 
March Meeting Minutes  Page 9 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
TOS Meeting – Saturday,  April 25th at            
1:00 p.m. 
 
Puyallup Spring Fair – April 16th thru 19th 
 
 



 2 

   
             

News About the Orchid Bus Trip 
 

We wish that all of you were there. 
 
 
 

 
  Our bus driver, Lou, helping us out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
   Fighting over plants? 
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Sixteen members attended our bus excursion to Camano Island and Mt. Vernon. 

Two Federal Way Orchid Society members joined us and fit right in with our group.  A good 
time was had by all.  Even our bus driver, Lou, sat with us during lunch and seemed 
comfortable.  He and Phil discovered things in common and chatted for a length of time on 
the way home.  As expected, individuals made sure that no one was hungry, offering 
special goodies and drinks. 

 
Since there was plenty of room to stretch out on the way up north, no one imagined 

that we would be packed like sardines going home.  With all the good prices on orchids, 
members went on a shopping spree at Out on a Limb.  Mark, the owner, gave us a number 
of free plants, including some beautiful Miltoniopsis in bloom.  After that stop, plants sat in 
the isle on the bus and took up the extra seats in the back.  One member had replaced his 
spouse next to him for a box of orchids!  

 
Our next destination:  Charley’s Greenhouse.  Through the bus windows, members 

viewed rows and rows of dancing yellow heads.  It was a breathtaking daffodil field in 
bloom.   

 
Orchid supplies were purchased which added more to our stash.  Finding room for 

additional items on the bus was even more difficult.  Some members purchased bricks of 
coconut coir and used them as foot rests!   

 
Time flew fly by and everyone seemed to enjoy the trip.  No time for any more stops.  

We had a good, long day.  It was time to go home. 
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Next Meeting 
 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, April 25th at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Location:   Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

101 E. 38th St. 
Tacoma, WA 

 
Guest Speaker:   Carl Montgomery, TOS honorary member and American Orchid Society Judge 
 
 

- 1:00 p.m. – Orchid Forum (bring your questions and receive answers) 
 
- 1:30 p.m. – Main program and business meeting 

 
 
(We hold meetings every month except for July and December). 
 
 
* Next month (May), we will resume our meetings on Tuesday evenings. 
 
 
 
 
Entry to the Church for Meeting 
 
The closed-circuit T.V. is fixed, so that the doorbell should work.  Press the button and you will be 
answered by voice or buzzer.  The door should open when you pull  on it.  If not, push in the door 
and then pull out.  If that doesn’t work, just buzz us again. 
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Show and tell winners from our March meeting:   
 
  Jeff won in the hybrid category for his Phrag ‘Peruflora’s Spirit’  

(kovachii x Eric Young)   

   

Phrag kovachii is the newest discovered Phrag from Peru, This is one of the first primary hybrids 
made from the species – per Jeff. 

  

   

Ron won in the species category for his 

Oncidium ‘Butterfly.’ 
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Welcome TOS Officers for 2009  

Our new officers begin (or resume) their positions this month.  Thank you all for stepping up to the 
plate!  

Jeff Parham and Judy Houle, Co-Presidents 

Ron Bollick, Vice-President 

Susan Bryant, Secretary 

 Barbara Bell, Treasurer 

  

The Puyallup Spring Fair  

April 16 th  thru 19 th   

The Spring Fair is right around the corner!  Our TOS booth is near the blue entry gate. 

Repotting demonstrations on Thursday and Friday. 

 

 
 

Other Information 
 
 

The American Orchid Society’s local judging center is located at the South End 
Neighborhood Center, 7802 S. “L” St., Tacoma, WA.  The center provides opportunities to have 
plants judged monthly.   
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More about Orchids…  
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*************************************************** ******* 

 
Minutes  

From Our 
March 28th Meeting 

 
     

 
 Thank you, Judy, 
 
 
 

 for taking the minutes  
    in my absence. 

 
           Susan 
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Tacoma Orchid Society 

Minutes               March 28, 2009 

The meeting was called to order by Margo Steinman, President.  Other officers present were Ron 
Bollick and Georgia Pope.  There were 20 persons present including two new members: Phil and 
Cora Spencer. 

Jeff Parham gave a very interesting and educational  program on photosynthesis the process by 
which plants use light.  This presentation included a lecture with slides and a laboratory portion.   
Each member had an opportunity to participate viewing chlorophyll through a spectrometer against 
three different types of lights.  This part of the program ended with a question and answer period. 
Jeff will provide notes on his talk at some later date. 

The show and tell entries were provided by members. Jeff Parham showed Paph. kovachii  which 
was the winner.   He received a Five Dollar gift certificate. 

Light fixtures were presented as raffle items. 

The business meeting consisted of the following items: 

Presentation of 2009-2010 slate of Officers  -  The vote was unanimous to accept nominations as 
presented. 

Bus Trip to Out On A Limb Orchids – Ron stated that the contract for the bus has been signed and 
that twelve people will be attending this trip. Ten from TOS and two from the Federal Way Club. 
There was a discussion about buying some club plants from Marc to be used in the future to give 
new members. This was tabled for later discussion. 

Puyallup Fair- Ron stated he needs help and needs 20 blooming plants for display. Members offered 
to help .  

Picnic-  This event will be held at Spanaway Park July 18, 2009. The space has been reserved. 

The next meeting will be  April 25, 2009 at Bethel Church at 1:00PM. 

Dues   Georgia Pope  stated that dues are due and the amount is $20.00 per individual and $25.00 per 
couple. 

By Laws:   Margo led a discussion on the By Laws changes as presented at the February meeting. 
The section on Lifetime Members was tabled for discussion at a later date as was the change for the 
nomination and voting for officers. Lifetime for a single member was suggested to be $100.00 and 
$150.00 for a couple. 

Officers will serve April through March was passed 



 10 

Treasurer’s Audit was passed and Judy Houle will ask Arlys Bosselman to be a member of the audit 
team. This will be an internal audit by committee. 

Executive Board will be made up of three board members, four officers and the show chair. If there 
are less than eight members an additional member shall be appointed to fill the vacancy. 

The balance of the changes were tabled and the meeting adjourned at 5:00PM 

  

Respectfully submitted: 

Judy Houle 

 
 
 
 
 
                           
             
             
         


