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Upcoming Events 
 
 
Next TOS Meeting – Tuesday,  May 26th            
at 7:00 p.m. 
 
TOS picnic – Saturday, July 18th 
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    Photo from the Puyallup Spring Fair 
    

 
   Michi and Jeannine manning our booth. 

 
 
             

Next Meeting 
 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 26th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Location:   Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

101 E. 38th St. 
Tacoma, WA 

 
Guest Speaker:   Bill Zimmerman   
 
Topic:  Complex Paphiopedilum hybridizing 
 

- 6:30 p.m. – Orchid Forum (bring your questions and receive answers) 
 
- 7:00 p.m. – Main program and business meeting 

 
 
(We hold meetings every month except for July and December, when we have special get-togethers). 
 
 
**Please note that there are five Tuesdays next month in June.  We meet on the fourth  Tuesday. 
      (Thank you, Ron, for this reminder.) 
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Entry to the Church for Meeting 
 
The closed-circuit T.V. is fixed, so that the doorbell should work.  Press the button and you will be 
answered by voice or buzzer.  The door should open when you pull  on it.  If not, push in the door 
and then pull out.  If that doesn’t work, just buzz us again. 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill Zimmerman, our upcoming guest speaker 
 
I have grown orchids for 35+ years, beginning with a white Phalaenopsis purchased in Hawaii, 
followed by a pink one from Beall's on Vashon. After that, the obsession accelerated. The hobby 
grew from windowsills to a lighting setup, followed by a small greenhouse, then a larger greenhouse. 
 
My interests these days are Phragmipediums, Paphiopedilums, Miltoniopsis and countless 
miscellaneous species and hybrids. I have dabbled in hybridizing and am learning flasking. 
 
My introduction to the Tacoma Orchid Society was in the early 1990's when I had been growing for 
quite a while and decided to exhibit some plants. The TOS had their annual show schedule for the 
Lakewood Mall and I called them to make the arrangements. When I got there, I was adopted by the 
Scheyer's and they along with others graciously invited me to exhibit…[with them].  I had seven 
plants and received various ribbons but also 2 AOS awards! I got more involved in the TOS, and 
after another year my arms were twisted into becoming the President. I served 3 years in that 
capacity and got to know many of your old time orchid growers.  
 
I joined the AOS Judging system shortly thereafter, completed the seven years of training and 
became an Accredited judge. Presently, I am the Chair of the Pacific Northwest Judging Center 
which includes centers in Richmond, B.C, Silverton, Oregon. and Tacoma, Washington. We have 
approximately 50 judges at this time.  
 
I have 20 or so AOS awards so far, including 2 FCC's, the most recent was awarded in the 2008 
Tacoma Show.  
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Please note the changes regarding our new officers for this coming year:     
 

President:  Ron Bollick 
 

Vice-President:  position is vacant 
 

 
  ************************************************* ** 

 
Show and tell winners from our April meeting:   
 
 

   

Fred’s hybrid winner:  Beallara Marfitch 

‘Howard’s Dream’ (Fire Phoenix) 
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Judy Houle’s species winner:  Coelogyne flexvosa 

 

 Congratulations to our winners!! 
 

 

 

 

Other Information 
 
 

The American Orchid Society’s local judging center is located at the South End 
Neighborhood Center, 7802 S. “L” St., Tacoma, WA.  The center provides opportunities to have 
plants judged monthly.   
 

 
Don’t forget that our TOS library inventory is listed on our website.  
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More about Orchids…  
 

       
 

The Lycaste Group 

Lycastes are all deciduous, losing their leaves at various times for various species in the 
group. They all grow big, beautiful, durable, triangular flowers that are waxy and very good 
for flower shows! They also each grow very round pseudobulbs and have wide leaves.  

To correctly pot a Lycastes, wait until new growth begins. Use a thinner medium than most 
orchids accept, such as perlite. When you repot your plant, use more than two pseudobulbs 
for each divided specimen and use large pots. Form a cone of your medium in the pot, 
spread the roots of the plant over it, and then cover them. You will need to maintain a high 
humidity around the leaves, while the potting medium stays fairly dry, until the new roots 
grow in.  

Lycastes need the same sort of light that Cattleyas do. The plant usually does best with 
regular temperatures that don’t get to high. Maintain 60°F in the night and 75°F to 80°F in 
the daytime. Some species of this group can handle a broader range temperature than the 
others, but you should not allow temperatures over 95°F.  

When your plant is growing, keep the water coming freely. Allow the medium to dry 
between soakings. When your plant is leafless, keep it almost totally dry. Watch out for 
water collecting or pooling in the leaves: this will cause leaf spotting in most Lycastes, 
which will make your plant unshowable.  

Keep the humidity 40 to 70 percent for Lycastes. To prevent leaf spotting, it is a also a 
good idea to have fans to keep the air moving.  

When growth begins, fertilize heavily and often, and use a higher nitrogen blend than usual. 
When the growing cycle winds down and the pseudobulbs appear and take their places, 
either reduce your fertilizing schedule or switch to high-phosphorus mixtures.  

http://www.malibuorchid.org/the-lycastes-group-and- the-paphiopedilums-group 
 

*************************************************** ******* 
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From our April Meeting 
  

 
  

 
Welcome 

 
 
 new members: 
 
  Mike Smith 
 
   Russ Beckim 
   

 
 
 

Our guest speaker, Carl Montgomery, discussed Colmanara (Colm) 

Cymbidium Group  (Epidendrum Sub Family) 

Miltonia x Odontoglossum x Oncidium     

This is a Hybrid genus in the Oncidium Alliance first bred in 1963. The generic name honors Sir 
Jeremiah Coleman a 19th-20th century hybridizer specializing in breeding yellow orchids.   
       (Thank you, Judy) 
       
 
Guests present:  Mike Smith, Russ Beckim, Marianne Stewart, and Barbara Mihaltian 
 
Jeff and Judy brought orchids, pots and medium for members to repot an orchid to take home. 
 
No general membership meeting was conducted. 
 
 
A board meeting was called that evening.  
 
Members present:  Ron and Michi Bollick, Judy Houle, Vern Nelson, Jeff Parham, Barbara Bell, 
Jeannine Sturman, Margo Steinman, Susan Bryant 

 
Here are the notes… 

 
Judy and Jeff will both be out of town next month.   Ron will conduct the business meeting in May.   
 
Possible guest speakers:  Mike Smith, Bill Zimmerman, and Fred Shelton 
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Jeff:  He would like our guest speakers to discuss a featured orchid genus each month.   We 

can learn from orchid society judges.  Members can fill in cultural information about the topic 
[during the beginner’s class]. 
 
 Margo:  Mike Smith can’t come during the winter.   
 
 Ron:  Mike is unable to make it here next month.  He has to wait for a Saturday meeting.  
Maybe have Bill talk about cattleyas this coming month. 
 
Jeff:  The Saturday/Tuesday meeting times need to be discussed. 
  
 Ron:  He checked with the church again.  If we have meetings every Saturday we have to 
check with the church committee [each month]. 
 
 Georgia – Saturdays during the summers are out. 
 Jeannine and Barbara B. – Other things planned on Saturdays. 
 Jeff:  No discussion about the other church location. 

Jeff cannot attend meetings during the work week and therefore cannot fulfill the 
presidency position. 

 
 
Margo:  We should talk to other orchid societies to ask them who the good speakers are. 
 

Vern:  Maybe discuss with them about sharing a guest speaker 
 
(The consensus was no). 
 
Jeannine:  Dave from Clackamas was a good speaker. 
 

Margo:  Vern is unable to attend our Tuesday meetings to be the greeter. 
 
 
Margo:  Date of TOS picnic?      
 
 Ron:  July 18th 
 Margo:  Auction? 
 
 Yes.  We still have plants from Christmas:  six different kinds.  The membership present was 
in agreement to give plants to new members (one per person) and raffle the remainder.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


